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		How much did Manchester profit from slavery? Have your say
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						Contact the partnership learning team

						learning@revealinghistories.org

						If your enquiry is to arrange a visit to one particular museum please contact that museum directly.

					 

					
				


			

			

					
                        
                        	Africa and the transatlantic slave trade
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                                    Do you know what these objects are, and what the connection was between them?

                                    Click on the images below to find out more

											
						Manilla, 1700s, The Manchester Museum, The University of Manchester
					
	
						Slave Trade, 1791, The Whitworth Art Gallery, The University of Manchester
					
	
						West African drum, 1898, The Manchester Museum, The University of Manchester
					


                                    

                                

                                
                            


                        
							Questions to consider

Why did Europeans enslave Africans to work on plantations? 

How did they justify this?

What was life like in Africa?

What effect would losing so many people have on Africa?

Why was the transatlantic slave trade so profitable for Britain?

How did Africans help to enslave their own people?

External links

The BBC has a website with a lot of background information on Africa and the development of the transatlantic slave trade.

The National Maritime Musuem has an excellent interactive map of the triangular trade route, information on the first slave traders, the middle passage and information on justifications for and arguments against  slavery.

UNESCO has a virtual guide to Gorée Island, a 45-acre piece of land off the coast of Senegal, with a 300-year history as a 'warehouse' for trafficked, enslaved Africans. View the appalling and cramped conditions encaptured Africans were kept in and the door of no return through which they were forced into a lifetime of slavery.

This slavery website from the International Slavery Museum, Liverpool is very accessible for pupils and follows four enslaved Africans from their journey as free Africans, through their time being transported.
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                            These images will take you to the object pages within the main Revealing Histories themes.
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                            An interactive video drama on slavery and abolition

							                            This Accursed Thing

                            African Slave Trader

							                            
                            	Download our worksheet

							Full colour PDF, 3.3MB

							Printable PDF, 181KB
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